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FULLEST, John J. 
b. Amity, Maine, December 17, 1913 
The author was bom December 17, 1913, in Amity, Maine, a town 
which contributed several men to the 20th Maine Regiment of 
which he writes. At that time there were several veterans of 
the Civil War alive and in that vicinity. One of the author's 
first memories is that of seeing a scar on his grandfather(s 
head, from a wound at Appomattox while his grandfather was 
serving with the 11th Maine. Perhaps his interest in the 
Civil War began subconsciously'at that time. 
He was educated at Ricker Classical Institute, in nearby Houlton, 
and attended Colby College in Waterville, Maine, graduating 
in 1935. 
After working as a reporter on the Kennebec Journal in Augusta 
for a little over a year, Mr, Pullen joined an advertising 
agency in Hartford, Connecticut. He entered the Army in 
October, 19U1, as a private, attended the Field Artillery OCS 
at Fort Sill in the summer of 19U2, was commissioned in August, 
and retained as a member of the Staff and Faculty of the Field 
Artillery School until 191U*, when he transferred to the 
6^th Infantry Division. He served overseas in Europe as a 
captain with this division and also with the 9th Infantry 
Division, returning to the states and civilian life in 191*6. 
For the past several years he has been associated with 
N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc., in Philadelphia. 
September 25, 1957 
Mr. John J. Pullen 
N. W. Ayer & Son 
West Washington Square 
Philadelphia 6, Pennsylvania 
Dear Mr. Pullen: 
Congratulations on THE TWENTIETH MAINE, which is 
a remarkably fine book. We ordered it at once for 
the library, and anticipate a long and useful life for 
the book. 
We think you may be interested in knowing of the 
Maine Author Collection, a permanent exhibit of Maine 
books, and the writing of Maine people. Most of these 
volumes are inscribed presentationcopies, and the 
variety of subject matter and originality of inscrip­
tions contribute to a distinguished collection. 
We also gather biographical information on our authors, 
literary reviews, and all such information so that we 
may be prepared for the questions which are constant 
about Maine authors and books. 
We hope that you may want to inscribe a copy of 
THE TWENTIETH MAINE for the collection. It would be 
a proud addition. 
Meanwhile, our very good wishes for its success. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
Philadelphia • New York • Chicago • Detroit 
Boston • San Francisco • Hollywood • Honolulu 
N W AYER & SON 
West Washington Square, Philadelphia 6 
Mrs. F. ¥. Jacob 
Maine Author Collection 
Maine State Library-
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Mrs. Jacob: 
Your request that The Twentieth Maine 
be added to the Maine Author Collection is 
flattering indeed. I'm. sending you a book 
with a suitable inscription. 
If you use biographical material, would 
you care to let me look it over? There have 
been some mistakes in newspaper accounts. 
Sincerely, 
JqMl J. Pullen 
October ii, 1957 
November 5 > 1957 
Mr. John J. Pullen 
N. W. Ayer & Son 
West Washington Square 
Philadelphia 6, Pennsylvania 
Dear Mr. Pullen: 
Thank you very much for THE TWENTIETH MAINE for 
the Maine Author Collection. We add it to the 
collection with unusual pleasure and admiration. 
The book more than lives up to our expectations, 
and we find that people who aren't ordinarily greatly 
interested in the Civil War, or such books, are 
eagerly reading it. (You may be interested to know 
that I am keeping it from my husband, who is an 
ardent Civil War fan, because it is destined to be 
a Christmas gift for him.) 
Now we have another suggestion: sympathizing 
with your objection to incorrect biographical 
information, we suggest that you might like to 
write for us a biographical sketch which we could 
use with impunity. What we have now is newspaper 
material, from the Portland Sunday Telegram. We 
believe that you were born in Amity, but we do not 
have the date; we find that you were graduated from 
Colby in 1935- Further than that, we dare not! 
Would you like to write a sketch for us? 
Again thank you, and continuing good wishes. 
Sincerely yours 
hmj 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
Philadelphia • New York • Chicago • Detroit 
Boston • San Francisco • Hollywood • Honolulu 
N-WAYER & SON 
Mrs. F. W. Jacob 
Maine State Library 
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Mrs. Jacob: 
Enclosed is the Official Biography 
you requested, and I am sorry to be so 
late with it. 
I hope that your husband enjoys 
The Twentieth Maine. 
West Washington Square, Philadelphia 6 
John J. Pullen 
Sincerely yours, 
November 29, 1957 
December 3» 1957 
Mr. John J. Pullen 
N. W. Ayer & Son 
West Washington Square 
Philadelphia 6, Pennsylvania 
Dear Mr. Pullen: 
Thank you very much for the biographical sketch. 
It is kind of you to take the trouble to write this 
for us, and there can certainly be a sense of 
confidence when we give information about you, for 
we have the very best authority of alii 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
You find the 
strangest things 
in the attics 
of Maine 
mS*± 
—ZVu 
ilSfk 
w hile researching his 
earlier book, The Twentieth 
Maine, author John Pullen 
found a note in a Maine at­
tic which indicated that in 1865, the entire 
27th Maine, a volunteer regiment from 
York County, was awarded Congressional 
Medals of Honor. No mention of this 
great shower of Medals upon the 27th 
was made in Civil War history, so Mr. 
Pullen set out to solve the mystery. 
A Shower 
of Stars 
is the wonderfully fascinating result of 
Mr. Pullen's sleuthing in the attics of 
Maine; digging in secrecy (at sunrise) at 
the base of a flagpole, and of research in 
Augusta and Washington to piece together 
this curious Civil War mystery. In A 
SHOWER OF STARS Mr. Pullen tracks 
down one clue after another and finds the 
answers to these confusing questions. . . . 
• Why were Medals engraved for the en­
tire regiment when not a single man 
had been in battle? 
• Why wouldn't Colonel Wentworth (the 
27th's commander) award all of the 
Medals? 
• What happened to those Medals he re­
fused to award—a whole barrelful? 
• Why did the Colonel keep the where­
abouts of the unawarded Medals a 
secret? 
• How did the Medal of Honor survive 
this fiasco—and many others which 
followed? 
Around the affair of the 27th Maine— 
which was a center of controversy for half 
a century—a larger story revolves, the 
history of the Medal of Honor itself. Only 
an historian with great determination, 
physical stamina and a sense of humor 
could have ever got the story straight— 
and only a writer of uncommon ability 
could have done it justice. Mr. Pullen has 
done both. 
A Shower of Stars is a happy combination 
of history, mystery and fun (inspired with 
Mr. Pullen's Down East wit and the color­
ful Maine characters he encountered on 
his investigation). A hard-to-beat com­
bination, A SHOWER OF STARS is sure 
to please historians, Civil War buffs, Down 
Easters, and . . . well, just about everyone 
who enjoys a really good book! 
Bibliography 
Index 
12 pages of photographs 
11 line drawings 
$5.95 
John J. Pullen was born in Amity, Maine, 
attended Ricker Classical Institute and was 
graduated from Colby College. He began his 
writing career on the Daily Kennebec Journal 
in Augusta, Maine. During World War II he 
served overseas with General Patton's Third 
Army. After the war he joined an advertising 
agency in Philadelphia, Pa. He now devotes 
his full time to writing and lives in Haverford, 
His previous book, the eminently successful 
Civil War history, The Twentieth Maine, was 
chosen by a major book club, widely acclaimed 
in both the United States and England, and 
brought Mr. Pullen honorary degrees from 
three colleges. A Shower of Stars surpasses 
The Twentieth Maine about which The New 
York Times said: "It portrays, in miniature, 
the entire spirit and substance of the strangest 
and most remarkable war ever fought by 
Americans." 
J. B. Lippincott Company 
East Washington Square 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19105 
• A Shower of Stars $5.95 
The Medal of Honor and the 27th Maine 
• The Twentieth Maine $6.00 
Please send me the titles I have checked above. 
• Check enclosed • Bill me 
(Please include state and local taxes) 
Name 
Address 
City. .State ZIP 
Printed in U.S.A. 
November 2, 1966 
Mr. John J. Pullen 
N. W. Ayer & Son 
West Washington Square 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 
Dear Mr. Pullen: 
Your new book is wonderfully exciting, and 
a blend of the scholarship and humor we expected. 
One can hardly say it is better than THE TWENTIETH 
MAINE, because nothing could better that book; 
but it's certainly a worthy successor. 
We bought it at once, of course, and it will 
go into the bookmobiles, as well. 
We hope that the Maine Author Collection will 
be graced by an inscribed copy. The first book 
is there, you will remember, and A SHOWER OP STARS 
will continue your section, which we trust has only 
begun. 
Congratulations and best wishes for the 
new book. 
Sincerely yours 
hmj In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
"A Shower of Stars" not just another Gvil War book, 
but mystery tied to Kittery; author coming to town 
We first learned of "A Shower of 
Stars" through a Star reader from 
Kittery who had received a pre-
publication volume and kindly sent 
along an intriguing resume. Curi­
osity thus whetted, we dashed off 
a note to publisher J. B. Lippincott 
inquiring about the work and 
promptly received a review copy. 
The book is written by John J. 
Pullen, who was inspired to the 
effort by his research for an earlier 
literary venture that gained him 
considerable notice, "T h e Twen­
tieth Maine." That first volume was 
about a valiant Maine regiment 
that distinguished itself at the Bat­
tle of Gettysburg during the Civil 
War. 
During his research in "that un­
official 'archive,' the Maine attic," 
Mr. Pullen came upon a curious 
but obscure note: in 1865 one Maine 
unit had, somewhat preposterous­
ly, received several hundred (!) 
Congressional Medals of Honor 
That unit was the 27th Maine, from 
southern York County, largely the 
area now covered by this newspa­
per. 
How those medals came to be 
conferred in the first place, and 
the mysterious circumstances sur­
rounding their distribution or 
lack of it — is the focal point of the 
volume. Review copy once in hand, 
we found it hard to lay down, and 
all the more interesting because 
the center of action is Kittery, and 
the book talks about familiar peo­
ple and places. 
Meanwhile, "A Shower of Stars," 
title inspired by the shape of the 
Medal of Honor, had gone on public 
sale and had began attracting a lit­
tle local notice. Dick Keith, mana­
ger of the Kittery branch of the 
Casco B a n k & Trust Company, 
thought since the book was so close­
ly tied to Kittery, something ought 
to be done to call it more forceful­
ly to the community's attention. 
With that in mind, he wrote Mr. 
Pullen inviting him to Kittery to 
meet people and talk about his 
book Dick also wrote Lippincott 
about the idea. The response from 
both fronts was prompt and enthu­
siastic: Mr. Pullen asked, how 
about November 3rd? Lippincott 
,asked, how about a consignment ol 
books for people to buy, autograp 
ed by the author? 
Dick Keith replied, why not. He 
mentioned in the 
mapping plans. As uunB 
now, Mr. Pullen will arrive in Kit­
tery around noon on Thursday, No­
vember 3rd, and from about 1 to 
4 in the afternoon will be ensconed 
i n  a  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  C a s c o  B a n k  
building on Shapleigh Road to talk 
about the book with any and all 
who show up. 
What about the book? 
Mr. Pullen, having discovered the 
note about the mass awarding of 
the Medal of Honor, could not re­
sist the temptation to discover why, 
and to learn why there had never 
been more general knowledge of 
the fact. 
In his search, which he shares 
step by step with his readers ,he 
encounters a web of facts and ru­
mors, spun first by inefficient unit 
clerks, pulled into a tighter tangle 
by bureaucratic balking and finally 
tied in an impossible knot by a 
man whose name is well known to 
those familiar with Kittery's histo­
ry, Mark F. Wentworth. 
Mr. Pullen is unsuccessful in un­
tying the knot, but he loosens it, 
and in the process treats his read­
ers to an intriguing mystery, am­
ply salted with Yankee wit and 
peppered with descriptions of pre-
sent-day Kittery and Eliot people 
I that should prove interesting and 
sometimes amusing to their neigh-
I bors. 
In trying to unravel the mystery, 
the author asks several central 
questions. First, how did the unit, 
which never saw combat, come to 
receive so many medals — more 
than 800 in all? Second, why were 
more than half of them never dis­
tributed? Third, what became of 
those undistributed medals? 
The man behind the withholding 
of the medals was Wentworth, who 
as a colonel commanded the 27th 
Maine. When the unit was disband­
ed he went on to distinguish him­
self in battle, and when war was 
done, returned to Kittery where he 
practiced medicine and resided in 
the large white house across Went­
worth Street from Rice Public Li­
brary, the house now owned by Dr. 
Paul Taylor and used as his medi­
cal office. 
Mr. Pullen, in the process of tell­
ing the story, weaves in an en­
lightening history of the nation's 
highest award for valor and how it 
earned and preserved that distinc­
tion. 
The author is a son of Maine, 
born in Amity and receiving his 
education at Ricker Institute in 
nearby Houlton, then at Colby, 
.from which he was graduated in 
1935 He began his writing career 
on the Daily Kennebec Journal in 
Augusta, later went into the adver­
tising business in Hartford, Connec­
ticut. After service in World War 
II with General Patton's Third Ar­
my, he joined N. W. Ayer & Son, 
! an advertising firm headquartered 
I in Philadelphia. 
I ) 
December 9, 1966 
Mr. John J» Pullen 
N. W. Ayer & Son 
West Washington Square 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 
Dear Mr. Pullen: 
Thank you for the inscribed copy of 
A SHOWER OP STARS which we proudly add to 
the Maine Author Collection. 
We are delighted and grateful. 
Sincerely yours 
hmj In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
CABLE ADDRESS * 
Lippcot, Philadelphia'' 
J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 
Publishers Since 1792 
PHILADELPHIA • NEW YORK • MONTREAL 
East Washington Square 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19105 
September 16, 1966 
Announcing the publication of John Pullenfs new book, 
A SHOWER OF STARS 
Because of your interest iti John Pullen and his work, 
we thought you'd like to know in advance about his new book, 
A SHOWER OF STARS which Lippincott is publishing on Septem­
ber 19- This is a happy occasion for us* Several years 
ago we had the pleasure of publishing Mr* Pullen1s eminently 
successful Civil War regimental history, The Twentieth Maine* 
This book drew much critical acclaim for Mr* Pullen, and now, 
with the publication of A SHOWER OF STARS* we feel that we 
once again have a winner. 
A SHOWER OF STARS is the result of John Pullenfs in­
vestigations in the attics of Maine, into old letters and 
diaries, and in archives to uncover a curious Civil War 
mystery involving the 27th Maine, a volunteer regiment from 
York County, and a whole barrelful of missing Congressional 
Medals of Honor* 
The enclosed circular will tell you more about A SHOWER 
OF STARS* It is now available at your favorite bookstore 
for $5*95* 
Sincerely yours, 
J* B* LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 
Enc* 
JOHN J.  PULLEN 
14 GREAT HAMMOCK ROAD 
OLD SAYBROOK, CONN. 0647S 
December 22, 197U 
Librarian 
Maine State Library 
Augusta 
Maine 
0U330 
Dear Librarian: 
The enclosed item is a donation from me to the Library. 
I thought you might like to add it to your Maine Author's 
Shelf. The original book was published in 1915 and has long 
been out of print and rare. 
This edition adds a new element: the "In Memoriam" circular. 
The publisher did not send me galley proofs, unfortunately. 
He dropped a comma out of my manuscript, which I have restored 
in the margin. 
Do you know my good friend Mary Goodrich, formerly our 
librarian here in Old Saybrook, now living in Augusta? 
And formerly, I should add, on the staff of the Maine State 
Library, 
John Jj. Pullen 
Sincerely 
Dear Miss Thayer: 0!d SaYbr°°k' C°nn' 06475 
tm 
JOHN J. PULLEN 
14 Great Hammock Road 
Old Saybrook, onn. 06475 
n 
By all means circulate TH3 PASSING OF THE ARMIES. 
That is actually a better use for it than placing it 
in the Maine Author Collection. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
i J. Pullen 
January 9» 1975 
Mr. John J. Pullen 
14 Great Hammock Road 
Old Saybrook, Conn. 06475 
Dear Mr. Pullen: 
We appreciate your gift to the Maine State Library 
of the new edition of THE PASSING OF THE ARMIES. We 
already have the original 1915 edition in our Maine 
Author Collection, &. permanent non-circulating collection. 
This is the only copy in our library so we would 
like to add your copy to our circulating collection as 
a gift from you. There it will be available for general loan. 
We hope this will be agreeable to you. 
If you prefer that this edition be added to our 
Maine Author Collection, we will be glad to do soau 
We shall await your reply. 
Sincerely, 
(Miss) Shirley Thayer 
Reference Librarian 
